The UEG Young Talent Group (YTG) is the newest addition to the UEG working groups. Its main mission is to promote young clinicians and basic scientists working in the field of gastroenterology, with special emphasis on developing networking activities for their target group during the annual UEG Week.
The YTG consists of seven members, as well as a Group Coordinator, and it works in close coordination with the UEG National Societies Committee. To achieve its goals, the YTG develops initiatives in collaboration with other UEG committees and makes strategic recommendations to UEG's boards and committees -all in order to make UEG initiatives, including UEG Week and some others mentioned below, more accessible and attractive to UEG members. Being a member of the YTG not only offers one the possibility of meeting and collaborating with other enthusiastic young clinicians and scientists; it also provides the opportunity for insights into the organisation of UEG as well as its activities and outputs, including the UEG Journal.
The Young GI Network
During the last year the YTG has worked primarily on developing new activities for UEG Week's young clinicians and scientists, namely the Young GI Network (YGN). The YGN is a free opportunity for all delegates at UEG Week who are below the age of 40. It includes access to the dedicated YGN lounge, where members of the YGN meet, take a break from science, and network with peers from around the world and form new collaborations over a cup of coffee; those who were among the first to visit the lounge even got their own UEG coffee mug. Also, YGN members are able to sign up to a mentorship programme, where groups of delegates are paired with senior experts to exchange scientific ideas and guided through the scientific program by their mentors. A social event ''Let's meet!'' for YGN members is held on the Sunday before the scientific program begins, where delegates can meet their mentors and peers and kick off the congress in a supportive, sociable atmosphere. As well as all this, the YTG has, together with the Scientific Committee, created the Young GI Track as part of the UEG Week pathways with sessions recommended for a young audience, and is moderating several twitter discussions during the congress.
Based on attendance and the feedback received after UEG Week 2014 all of these new initiatives were well received, both by those participating in the YGN as well as their seniors. We are happy to confirm that they will continue into the future, further improving the social aspect of UEG Week by making it a more attractive meeting place and forum for young gastroenterologists. So do join us in the YGN lounge at UEG Week Barcelona, or even earlier on Facebook: www. facebook.com/groups/YoungGI.
What the future holds
In 2015 work with the YGN and mentoring programme will continue in order to extend and improve the opportunities already available. Furthermore, members of the YTG are supporting other projects and committees that will work throughout 2015. For instance, we are actively participating in the activities of the Public Affairs Committee and Scientific Committee, bringing to these the point of view of young gastroenterologists and scientists. A YTG member is also working with the Education Committee on preparing more e-learning courses and is acting as one of its web editors. In 2015, the YTG will begin to collaborate with the Editorial Board of the UEG Journal.
However, for now, the first term of the YTG is coming to an end and four positions in the YTG will soon be available. We are looking for young, motivated and proactive members who want to make UEG even better than before. The call is now open and the deadline for application is February 8, 2015! Find more information at www.ueg.eu/about-ueg/open-calls.
See you all at the YGN lounge in Barcelona!
